The MayhewAmmal Homeisdoingall

it can to help the overpopulation of Bull
breeds in the capital, says Rachael Buzzel.

Rescue and rehoming
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midst the bustiing Longdon
borough of Hamemersmith sits
the Mayhaw Anémal Home, a
by chartty that not only works
trefessly 10 rescue andd rehome anmals n
noed, but also educate people on animal
wellare 100
The home, which is gearing up for its
125t bethday in 2011, has seen a major
increase in Bull breeds coming through
13 dOOrs SiNce opering in 1636, Cheel
expcutive officer Caroline Yates sakd: “Weo
definiiely see 100 many of these breads
About 40 per cont of our dogs aro Statfies
or Bull-type breads.
“Recont coverage In the modia hasnt

/";

scam-mongened, and dogs who are
periect famidy pets ane ending up In owr
care, and £ realy is hining an ellect on us.
Our man am is 10 alleviate the skuation.”

Free neutering

The Mayhew now ofers free neutanng for
al Bull breeds and Bull-types after Starting
a pliot scheme in 2008. “We are the only
charnity 10 providie ths senvice andd due

o e demand we started rurning he
intiative Aull-sme In 2007, said Caroline,
"W have noutered 1,424 dogs under the
scheme;, we nautered 512 dogs alone last
yoar andd are well on the wary 10 exceedng
that number this year We only tnke

appointments for this on Mondays bt
with the high demand our vets couk! easily
ba parforming the procedure 24/7,

“Problems with Bull breeds definfaly
Saerm 10 be more of an urban problom and
it's bocause they are just 100 aasy to get
hoks of. Dayy in, dayy out, we S00 peopio
Come 10 our Cinics with Bull beeeds and
you can't help bt wonder, ‘where did that
dog come from?*

For the Mayhew, education Is a major
Priority — irying 10 Stop tha problerm at the
source is far mone productive than trying
to foc it onca it's already happened. “We
throw our energy and commitment nto
ocucatng the public about responsbie
pet ownership, as there would ba itso
pont In expanding faciities just 1o Bl tup
with mone dogs,” explained Caroline. “The
probiam Naeds 10 be addressed at the root
cause. This is wher the vanous intiatives
we run are of great halp. We harve varous
educabonal programmes inchuding
educabonal visls 1o schools, colleges,
and! youth groups; NoOmaless Community
SUPDOr; Pt refuge — o hernporary foster
care scheme for owners in crisis; and
pet industry workshops, Al of these
PrOgrammes am rnun ather at the home

or offshe by our dadicated animal wolfare
officers, and all alm %o educate the public
on animal westare,

“The initiatves aron't about bombarding
poopie with information, They're about
buiding 9ood relationships 50 that we
Can work 1ogather 1o do what's best for
these animals.”

On patrol

1 addition to these prograsmmes the home
works closaly with Brent Council, and
dongsc the RSPCA, the Metropoitan

it hans croated the Brent Action flor

Veterinary services

Humane education centre
and community animal care
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Responsbie K9s (BARK) patrol, the am of
which 8 10 tacide the issues sumounding
the mesponsbio use and mistreatment of
GOgs in the borough.

“The BARK team regulady patrois
the local area,” said Carcling. “They
Can vist pecpie with dogs who the

“The Mayhew's role ks to offer advice,
reassurance, and a¥ordable veterinary
care. The patrol’s main cbjective 5 to try
10 educate these people. R addresses
problems with dogs in the community,
promotes responsitie ownership, and
provides free microchipping — & anly
takes a few minutes 1o do with a bit of
paperwork 10 fill in, 50 there's no reasen
notodot

“The advantage of the BARK patrol is
that dlong with the RSPCA and police &
has a presance and makes tha community
fexd safe,

“The BARK patrol works kong shifts,
from 11am ~ Tpm, but the amount of
pecpio we reach this way makes it all
worthwhie, It's a0 another part of
buicing good relationships batween dog
owners and the home ™

v yourdog oo uk Yeer Dog October 2010 97




