
BARK against
dangerous dogs
Most dogs are loveable pets who live up to their title of ‘man’s best friend’.
However, if not correctly handled by their owners, dogs can present a very
real threat to residents. Words RACHEL GARDNER

Brent Action for Responsible 1(9’s
(BARK), London’s first joint task force
aimed at tackling the irresponsible use
of dogs, has been formed to tackle
increased dog-related incidents in
the local area over the past year.

BARK will not tolerate the
misuse of dogs and will use
legal action against owners

of dangerous dogs.
The RSPCA, Metropolitan

Police Service, Mayhew Animal
Home, Brent Council and Brent
Housing Partnership (BlIP) unveiled
BARK at Fryent Countryside Day
on 16 September.

Animal welfare officers and inspectors
were on hand to provide information
about dog ownership, distribute flyers
on BARK and offer micro-chipping for
dogs, along with free neutering vouchers
for some breeds.

BARK will not toleratç the misuse
of dogs and will use legal action against
owners of dangerous dogs. This could
result in a dog being uzzled, a require
ment to,1c~gP dpg on a lead or r trict
it to a defied area and, if necessary,
certain animals being destroyed.

BARK believes that by ed cating
the comnit~ty o og welfare
responsible o ersl% t~~ther with

~‘tnférctm~ tw e 1~d nate the
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number of incidents where dogs are
misused will be reduced along with
anti-social behaviour linked with this.

One of the group’s biggest successes
is the increased sharing ofvital inteffi
gence. This has resulted in more effec
tive enforcement of the Dangerous Dog
Act 1991, which places restrictions on
four types of dogs and allows their
removal from the community.

BARK partners are seeking the help
of th~ubJic to report any incidents
where 42~are~ ac g aggressively or
are being u~ed to intimidate people.
Residents should also report any
organiscd dog fighting o
Environn~ental Health’ animal welfare
teamonO2O8937S: -2or
mv.health b ov.uk
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